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Putting it back together again
Book chronzcles
history ofhouse
By HlL1A_RY CHURA
The Associateo Press

ASHINGTON, N.H. — When
Ronald Jager works on his 18th
century farmhouse, he some-

times feels as ii the ghosts of its Revolu-
tionary War builder and post~Civil War
renovator are watching.

“l hear the chopping through the
background that comes drifting through
the 200 years. I know it's Ebenezer
Wood diopping the mlzeis of this
house and hewing them in a straight
line,” he said

A quarter century of painsmking res- .

toration has taught Jager, 61, to rei:og- , ,- 1

nize the hlzlaniilliwiérk of Wood and thetgtli l

er men w o 've in and worked on e
house. ‘ . ‘P
m;13*:1f‘°thi:§ihi?cg:5§:g:;1‘j;Q§“°' Ronald lager says he feels the presence of his home's Colonial owners.

who did what work.'I have a sense of
§§_;",;l°§§1§§§§_?§‘g§*;§‘;,1§§;,}*§,§°1 5 ‘There is a kinship based on a oontinuation of

Jag§rh%1§&i§;fr%eGe¢?aha£fS§S~ their lives. I can distinguish who did what work. I
covere r resi en - .
ported theseves gway from the sriod have a sense of them looking over my shoulder
and about e ay, arley, com, oak an -
Pomgtzlkifdiggythgezyéuu the Té,.gu,::d while I work. 7 7
surr e -yearn .

The Jageis discovered the white, - Ronald Jager, who's restoring his 214-year-old home.
abandoneii Cape C_oii»style farmhouse 28
YBHYS 38° In Wshigwlli llplllllilvll barn, overgrown stone walls and yard pose hand-hewn beams and building
about 600. They knew nothing then of littered with old farm eq\1ipmenL lntchen cupboards and a hutch from
Wood. the Revolutionery War lieutenant “There is a human impulse to take in pine boards iat once divided rooms.
who built the house with his own hams a stray, to take in the old and make it They redid the 7/ari IFS tidy andve years after ghting at the Battle of new again,” Jager said. “We thought of grassy now, lined with trees and accent-
Bunlner Hill, nor of Auren Powers, who this as the stmy that needed to he sal— ed with green iron lawn furniture. Yel~
was born and died at the house and vageii” ‘ low day lilies and blue hosta hide the
whose family occupied it for nearly a The couple bought the home and 100 Septic W111 530119 Steps IBM iv the bidi-
century. aces in western New Hampshire for yard Pvlld the lagers built.

But something told them to nurtiire less ian $10,000. They renowiited the in-
the clapboard house with its dilapidated side, tearing out plaster ceilings to ex- I See "W155 — Page B-6



IHE Continued Page B-1

In the six-mom home they it was patchwork, not as neat and University, a voluminous B0—year-
dubbed Lovellwood, the Jagers - carefully cut” he said. “lt was done old book on Washingtoii‘s history
ti-an laiits from Michigan - 1-eat as quickly and easily as possibly and pictures neighbors found in
izedilzleir dream of buying and ren- could be done. I felt Ebenezer their attics.ovatingan old l10u5e,Jag9r _ gen. Wood, who built the house, As they worked like archaeolo-tle, witty and so:-spoken - de. would.n’t have done it that way.” gists through layer after layer of
tailed their experiences in “Last Jager writes ui_hls book of wallpaper and paint, die Jageis
House on the Road; Exam-Sims Wood and his 11 children,’ all but learned about the Woods, who
into 3 Ru;-31 Pasg" published this one of whom survived childhood. lived in the house for 60 years, and
month by Beacon P1-e5s_ He tells how Wood brought his wife the Powers clan, who lived there“I wanted to tell a local rural and theérv tggwv 3: give? ¢h\1- for 90s'ws-stoiy that would resonate with the en B 35 In UH, 9 P5 R1601” “I b [j in Selroeenves vf many other People P°'.‘*"e,‘i sememeni “med 5°‘ the can he; etiiim. tlheeiuggstin "1311? 0,319! Places l the ¢0\1fl- namms fmmderj

<. when I wear my philosophefs hat
try,” he said Jaaer knows it was Auren Pqw> or my historiairs hat or my writ-

The Jagers have tried to return eis who discarded the granite ex-'5 hat Bu; when I like 05 those
the house to its origins. They re- hearth Wood had hewn, and he re» hag, 1 jug hear the wind blowmgystored the windows to their 0!'igi- members nding it 20 years ago, Jaggl-5311nal style, painted the hardwood buried.

.oors red, patched the horsehair "Ebenezer made it. Auren Uncovering the past was only
plaster wal s and painted other dragged it out to a ditch. It was up part of the rewardwalls colonial colors. to me to put it back," he said. “lt’s a consciousness of adding

Jager now is on a rst-name ba- The Jagers, both writers and our story to their story and being
sis with Wood, Auren Powers and historians, learned about their able to develop their periods of
Powers’ father, Anson home, the families who preceded American history. We are continu~_ “Eben,9Z9!"5 W°FkmB"5hlP Was them and the town through Revo- log. The Woods were the founders.
nigh quality. Auren was more care~ liition.-uy War records, old neWspa- The Powers weie the survivors,155?-The Way "I Whidl the pantry, peis, town archives, ‘culture and we are the stewards,” JagerStairway and closets were built — records in Concord anait Yale Said.


